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The Snow Queen - The true story about friendship, love, adventure and
evilness

Gchnipp, 5c|1napp, schnurre burre, baselurel

,,Woncler- at my words ? No you shan't! Aren't there many things we do not know yet, riddles that are still have
to solve and pr-o{e55ion5 you do not know yet? Yes there are 5mith5, tai|or5, teachers or bakers. Me’? | don't
do such thinga My pro{eﬁﬁion is to handle words and their magic to l)ring l)r-igl\tneSS into sad hearts. | have
seen a lot in these and other wor-Hs, | have travelled far and met many people and Leingﬁ because | am a
stor-yte"er!

Go believe me when | say Gchnipp, schnapp, schnurre burre, baselurel. And listen c|ose|y because todqy, M el
Jou the story of Jack and Daniel.

~<~—~~

Jack and Danie| were |iving in a very small attic under the roof of an old house in an even older town. Tl'\ey
shared their smdll space with their gr\andma. We“ actua"y their granny was on|§| ]-ack's gnanc]ma, bu‘t, Danie|
and his parents had lived on the other side of the same l‘\ou5e, and dur‘ing the summers ]ack and Danie| had
p|a§|ec| togetl'\en, sitting on the roo‘F, watcl'\ing the peop'e, |i5tening to ]-ack's gnandma's stories and sl'\aning a
weird kind of mutudl humour and understanding. Unti| Daniers parents had died in a very cold winter, when
show |c|§| S0 l'\eavih] on the roof of a church that the roof gnumHed and caved in, l)ur\\_ging Daniel's parents.

Gnanclma Catl'\anine had not had the heart to give Danie| away, and she saw that her gnanclson ]ack loved him
S0 very much tl'nat it wouH have Lnoken l‘\is l'\eant, and t|1u5 l'\er‘ﬁ, so sl'\e took Danie' in and caned {on l'\im as i{
he was her gr\andson too. \M'nat tl‘\e\_g did not have in {ood, {ur\nishing or money — tl'\ey had in their |ove,
respect, kindness and {antasy. /Inc] there was one more thing. Gr\andma Cathanine had a magic hand for roses.
Even dur\ing tl'\e winter tl'\ere were c||wa§|5 roses in their\ l'\umHe home anc] duning the summenr tl'\e roses were
p|aced on the noo{, so that everyone could see and enjoy them, and very often rich peop|e came and would pay a
lot of money to have them.



“

,,Hei Danie', what’5 up, watcha doing?

,,|'m reading, ]-ack.“ Danie| g|ar~ecl at Jack wanting to be left dlone and for Jack To get this hint. Jack did not
move an inch so Danie| continued.

,,Gr-anc]ma has so many books and | only have the winter to read, so leave me alone, go play or do
something useful to help Grandma.

Jack poutecl, until he heard heavy Steps coming closer.

,,Danny, |1ur\r\_| tl-\at's Grandma Catl'\arine we could p|a§| a _joke on her.”

Now Danie| was a nice, goocl Boy who enjoyec] to read or exp|ore old l)uiHings or p|ace5, but he coan't
resist the temptation ,Tack o‘”er‘ecl, conaidering it meant having fun. So the\_| hid quiet|y under the old table
and the room was immersed in totdl silence. T|1e door openec] with a creak and both boys jumped out of
tl'\eir hiding p|ace sl-\outing ,,wuaH'\ o But were sl'\ockecl w|1en the\_| redlised that it wasnt t|1eir~ Gr-cmclma

Catl'\arine standing in front of them.

,,M'ldt is it that you shout at me... you naugl'\ty scum?“ Baid a man with a cold {ace, greyis'w hair and
wrappec’ in fine |inen, a |'\ig|1 hat on his head.

,,UI‘I"\ we tl'\ougl-\t Jou were our Gr-anclma“, Sdid JQC'(.

,,Do | |ook |ike a granclma?“
-n\e I)oys 5|-|oo|< tl-\eir heads.
,,-I-I'liS is /1> unl)e|ievab|§| naught\_], B) inexcusable and C) you should both be punishec’ for that!“ Countec] the

coH voice.
Tl\at moment Grandma Cathar-ine anc] | enterecl the room.

,,Gooc] day, my Lord what is it we can do for you?“ Gr-cmclma Catharine askecl, while moving in front of
Jack and Danie|, tl-nougl'\ they were a|r~eac]\_| Bigger\ than her.

,,My name is A> Kinsey, | am B) the richest man in this country, | sell ice and C) want to l)uy your r-ose'a.“
,,Dh tl-\ey are beautiful aren't they?“ | said.
,,Ancl who would you be?“ Asked Kinsey, sni'H:ing a little when pronouncing the ,,you“.

,,DH'\, this is our dear guest, who lives with us c]uring the winter. Tl-\e 5tor~yte"er\ of Hammonc], don't you
know his magic ta|e5? answered Gr\anclma Catl'\arine.

,,VOU may ‘mke a sedt, my IOI‘C’.“

,,Nal'\, | have to r-u5|1, time is precious and costs a |ot, 50 hurry | want the roses now. | will give Jyou 1
taler.

,,Dl‘l my IOI‘C’, you r-ea"y must |ove roses!“

,,Love, no! | just want them because | am /]) r~ic|1, they are B> rare in winter and | C) collect things that are
rare.

Grandma Catl-\arine smile 'Fadecl, |'\er SI’\OUIJGI‘S 5tr~aig|-|tenecl th she steppec] 'I:OI‘WCII“J.

,,H: this is the case, my Lord Kinsey, then | can not sell Jou my roses. T|1e\_| only grow when loved not when
merely wanted.



,,HCI CIOh'T Le 'I:OOIISl‘I I give Jou Zﬂ taler = Sﬂ ta|er = lﬂﬂ ta|er tl’\dt is STI" not enougl'll M’\Cﬂ: a gr-eecly
Old 'I:OOI Jou are. But I am WI"Ihg To trade Sﬂﬂ talerl TI'IIS is enougl'\ 1o take care O'I: you anc] ‘[I'IOSG use'ess
bl‘dtS 'I:Ol" a IOhg tnmel

,,No my |or~cl | will not sell you my flowers. M\_| grandsons are more precious to me than any money you
could give.

Danie| wantecl 10 c|1eer\ |1i5 Gr-cmclma Catharine, l)ut tl'\e |ook on tl'\e mcm's {ace was co|cler~ tl'\an tl'\e ice |1e
5o|c], S0 Danie| kept quiet and stood close to Jack, wi“ing the strange man to go.

,,GO l\ome man, Jou th"[ buy US!“ JQC'( Sdid.

T|1e e\es o‘F tl'\e Kinsey narrowed 'Fir-st towarcl Jack anc] Danie', tl'\an tl'\ey zoomed in on Gr\anclma
atharine.

,,D|1|1 ou wi" regret Jour disres ect! "| o and ta"( Tom Queen, sl'\e wi“ teach ou, wl-\at the rice 'For
Y g Y P g )] Y p
impertinence is:

Witl\ tl'\is he |e‘|:t.
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,,Are you c||rig|ﬂ, sonsl.:'“
,,V es, Jes notl-ning to freak out al)out.“ Jack said.

But Danie| sti" I-mc] a worriec] {ace.

,,-n\e queen he was ta"(ing al:out, who is she?“ He askec], l)iting his lower |ip. He had read about the tl-\ings
queens could do in these times in which they lived.

,,D"n for sure, it's the Bnow Queen! Bl’\e lives l\igl\ in the north were it is on|y ice and snow and never the
sun is 5|1ining. Dn'y in winter she visits our lands and towns, and often the cold wind of the east is her

companion.

,,BI'II‘I, Sl‘ll‘l 5tor~yte"er~ O'I: Hammonc]! Enougl-\ O'I: tl'\e ddl‘k ta|e5 you khOW, they are ‘Frigl-\tenec] enough
alr‘eac]y. Come |et us eat.“

But Be{ore we couH |-\eat tl'\e stove, something seemed 1o knock on tl-\e winclow. Tl'\e knocking grew |oucler
unti| the g|055 sl'\atterecl anc] wind as co|c| as ice 5wir|ec] througl'\out t|1e room.

Suc]den|\_| a woman appeared. Bl'\e was Leauti{uL her clothes dll white and made of fine materia|, her e\yes
were g|owing, her hair |ong and goHen and formed with ice cr-yata's and her skin was so pa|e one could

'[I'\ihk sl'\e was made O'I: Show.

,,My lady, huh, where did you appear from so 5udden|§|’:]“ Grandma Cathamne asked. ,,D|1 my pardon, | fear
the window is broken, Jack go fix it so that the lady does not freeze.”

,,No, no, old woman, the coldness suits me just {ine.u Answerecl a |'\o||ow, but Jeep voice in a mocking tone.
T|1e |ac]§| made a 'Hicking gesture with her hands.

,,|'ve come to see Jear- Jack anc] take |1im witl'\ me to my pa|ace.“ Bhe continuecl |'\er~ eyes hever |eaving the
|1er desirec] one.

Danie| stepped closer to Jack, taking his hand, squeezing it.

,,V ou ccm't just come here and take Jack with you, he be'ongs To us, this is his l\ome, how dare you make
such demands. He said 'Forgetting about the fear that seemed to have clutched his heart in its hands

An evi| |oucl |aug|'\ter answerecl |1im.



,,How cute Jyou are be|ovecl, but notl'\ing serious for my ]ack. In my pa|c|ce he can have dll he deﬁires, per-{ect
tl'\ings on|§|, without Lotl'\er\ing about anytl'\ing. He will have servants just for l‘\im, he“ be power{u| and
{ear\ed! Wl'nat could you o‘”er?u Sl‘\e shook her l'\ead, mocking Danie|. ,,Besides it would be much more easier
for the old woman, if she just had to feed one I'\ungr-y mouth.”

,,No!!!“ Danie| cried.
,,| don't mind to share what little | have. My Lady.“

Tl'\e woman |ooked at Grandma Ca‘tl‘nar‘ine convincecl = NDT

,,V ou can"t take ]ack away from his gr\andma! H an\_;tl'\ing you shall take me, | am not their blood. | live her\e,
because gr\andma Catharine took me in. |t5 me who is the burden.

,,Danie| would you shut up. No one is going anywhere. | don't want a pdlace or servants. | have everything |
want, already. He looked meaningfully into Daniel's eyes. ,,Qo | am sorry Ma'am, you" have to find someone
else.

The woman sneered, at Iack, sl'\ooting what could have been a hateful stare at Daniel - if she would had
p055e55ed the abi|ity to feel.

,,As you Wiﬁl‘\, for now. | am sure you will cl'\ange your mind, young Iack. Before | leave however\, you shall
give me a kiss at least. Dont you think | at least deserve a kiss, Le'oved?

]ack rolled his eyes but his Gr\anny beckoned him to do as the |ady wished so that she would leave.
]ack kissed l'\er, and felt a strange cold sting in his heart and eyes.

,Jack are you okay, you look pa|e?“ Daniel askecl, concerned.

,,V a, Danie| would Jou just stop the whining, it makes you |oo|(ing ug|§| anyways.“
/I cold smile crossed the |ad\_|'5 {ace, 't|1en, she was gone.

,,Dl'\ my lord that... that... she... was it - her”

,,WI'\o was what 2°

,,T|1e Snow Queen,“ | whisper\ed in answer.

,,WI'\.. what, wl'\y didn't you tell us, warning JCICI( not to kiss l'\er\.“ Danie| cried out.

“

,,I wantecl, l)u‘t I COUIdh"t 5|1e made me {r‘eeze up, 0" I COUId dO was just Stdhd ancl Sstare, |'m sorry.
]GCI( |aug|1ed out.

,,Dl'\h my Gr\ann\_g, dld I ever te" yjou, you IOOI( GW'I:UI cr\awlmg ”(e you dO even WI'[I‘\ tl'\e cane TI'IGt Damel gave
you. ITs pretty mucl'\ PIdICUIOUS you Shouldnt move at d"

7 ack! Qtop playing this game. Don't you know you hurt Grandma Catharine's feelings. You should be
grateful, | think | don't know Jou anymore.

,,Ha, Dannyl)oy you never knew me. Don't you know that™? | tl'\ougl'rt | was pretty obviou5, but you wouldn't
see the fire when it had a|r~ead§| burned you.

Danie' swa"owed, Hinking against the l)r\igl'rtness in his eyes.

“

,Jack what is it? \M’\at did she do to you? We are {r\iendﬁ, we've know each other a lifetime.

,,No Danie', you think we KNDW each other | just tl'nougl'\t it was a good way to make time pass faster
c]uring the winters, notl'\ing else. We have notl'\ing in common, have yJou never noticed that? Don"t yJou see
that | have friends in town, and each one of them is a better one than Jou ever could be, Because we have a
foundation - a thing | can"t say about you and me.“



aniel SWG"OWGCI, too Shockecl 1o SPGGk on the onhe hand, qnd 1o G‘Fl"qid O'I: tht he migl'rt Say once he
5tarted 1o Speqk.

,,DH\ g|or§| look at the roses! The Bugger-s wither. Was an ugly shr‘ul)laery qnywaya!u

Wi'[l‘\ tl‘ld't JGCI( |e‘Ft, |eaving thr‘ee very COD{USGJ qnd concer‘ned IOVGJ ones l)el'\ind.
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The next dqy, Daniel and Grqnqu Catharine took some linen to exchqnge for more food and the last 3
réoseﬁ to se", down into town, while Iack had decided to go sleigh riding with his ‘Fr‘iencla, Har‘r‘y and

Tl'\e boyﬁ who were brave enough tied their 5|eig|'\5 to the fast carriages, racing with them over the
market and through the narrow streets.

aniel looked Sqdly in Jack’s direction, wisl'\ing the\_| could sit on the 5|eigl1 together‘, as they had so often.
Gr‘qnqu Cathqr-ine smiled at him encouragingly.

,,Don't be sad anny, | am sure ]ack will be himself again very soon. qul)e the kiss has gone to his head.
Come |1e|p me deliver these. | can Buy new shoes for you if we sell these for a good price to the

“

noblemen...
Meqnwhile Jack had tied his 5|eigl‘\ to a white carriage. A very Big one with fast and 5har-p runners.
,,Ho, ho go ‘I:qster-,“ Iack shouted while enjoying the ride across the market.

,,que way, make way you slow ducks.” He winked at qu‘r-y and Simmons who gqped at Jack's fast ride.
But when the market was left behind and the streets became more and more empty the carriage did not
stop, though Jack asked them to do so. Tl'\ey left the gates of the town and the carriage was still

running fast until Iack tl'\ougl'\t he would freeze to a |ump of pure ice.

Gudclen'y the carriage halted and chk crawled towards the front. The wind was ‘Fr‘eezing his eyes, nose
and |ip5.

,,Hey, you know how far we away from town, it will take hours for me to walk back and [l freeze with
‘tl‘ld't...

He stopped in his tracks when he saw the woman that was sitting in the carriage. Ghe smiled at him
5weet|\_|.

,,He"o Jack. Did Jou enjoy the ride? You were faster than anyone else. Now my beloved, why would Jou

want to go lmck, mH‘\': Don’t yJyou want to come with me to my pa|ace'.: TI'\e offer is still open.“ Ghe sing—
Eonged.

_TGCI( shiver-ed. He was COI(J, l)ut l‘\e nodded.

,,Now that you ask me aqgain, why not! But like this, it'5 cold and some essentidl parts of me seem to be
' “
made out of ice after that r-ide, not to mention that | cant feel my feet or {inger-s any |onger.

,,DH\, you need not worry about that my chk. Hop in and join me under the thick coat. |t is warmer than
anything you know.

Iack did and the Queen gave him a kiss when he slipped under the coat. GucHen'y he could feel the sting
in is heart and eye again, but just for the fraction of a moment, then it was gone and he didn't feel cold
any |onger-.

,,Vou are r-igl‘\t, it is warm in l\er-e.“ Jack said.

Tl'\e Queen 5mi|ed her- coH 5mi|e at him.

,,Now shdll we go see the pq|ace and prepare the frost to come to our countries.” Ghe said and kissed
Iack again while ‘Hicking her hands so that the carriage started to run again.



B}] the end O'F the 5econd kiSE JGCk l’\dd {or‘gotten G" alaout Daniel and Gr‘andma Cathar‘ine.
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Granclma Catharine was worried about her Daniel. When they had come back from the noblemen, ]ack was
gone. He had just vaniﬁhed, no one could say were he was, not even his friends Har‘r‘y and Simmons. |t had
shocked Daniel to the core, she had seen the tears thr‘eatening to fdll, but they never did.

Weeks had pasaed, the winter was colder than anything Grandma Catharine could remember but Daniel had
gone out every morning, after he|ping her, sear-ching for ]ack until it was too dark. He wouldn't give up on
him, even though the towns folk said it was no good to search any |onger.

Danie| became thinner and thinner, he woan't eat pr‘oper"y and was so sad that never a smile crossed his
beautiful face any |onger. Hi5 inte"igent eyes were no |onger shining, they were equa"y sad and dull. Go
|i{e|e55, that Granclma Catharine feared she had lost both of her grandsons. He never talked, on|§| when
50mething had to be Eaicl, never told her about the riddles he had solved or 5peaking about the books he
had read, or asking thousands of why—questionE like he used to do. Daniers spirit was gone with ]ack.

Then fisherman told that Jack was the l*:oy they had found in the river - drowned. Ghe had been in the
church while Danie' waited outside - never entering a church after what had happened to his parents. He
had overheard the fisherman talking and the news had taken his breath away. Tl'\e looy didn't seem to
remember how to breath even, when she shook him and shouted at him and someone 5|apped him hard in the
face. Nothing was he'ping until Grandma Catlﬁar‘ine p|eaded with him to not leave her and that she believed
that Jack was a|ive, and was not the l)oy from the river.

/‘”ter that Danie| had co"apSed. Now |ying in his bed to recover. G'eeping, occasiona"y sipping some hot
soup and apo|ogizing to her for I;:eing a burden.

NN N

|t was & days after his co"apse when Danie| felt strong enough to start his quest. He was sick of
5earching without results and he knew he had 1o get into action to find out about Jack. Gomeone had to

know, and he wouH {ind out who dld

Go he got up, put on his shoes they had brought the day ]qck had vaniehed, and sneaked out of his room.
He couldn't take food with him, no, that he would leave for Grandma Catharine. He felt ashamed about
|eaving her with dll the work, but now that the spring was {ina"y knocking on the door she would be oka\_|.

He kissed her goodbye when she was sill 5|eeping and left without a note.

NN N

Without knowing where his feet were taking him, Danie| 5udc|en|y stood in front of the river. Tl'\e one that
the fisherman had claimed had taken ]ack from him. Danie| sat down and stared at the water.

,,Hei river, tell me, have you taken my Jack from me? Please give him back to me, he is my dearest one. | on|§|
can give you my shoes in exchange, would you like to have tl'\em?

T|'\e waves seem to agree. GO Daniel star‘ted 1o take hiS 5"\065 0'H:

They are almost new and | rea"y value them, but ]ack means so much more. And Grandma Catharine is so
50&, he is her on|)| redl grand50n, her whole {ami|\_|, and she misses him so much. He a|wa§|5 fixed everything
for her‘, made her |augh and p|a§|ed 5i||)| joke5. |‘t is not r-ight to take that joy away from her. Granc]ma
Catharine's roses do not grow any |onger- because she is so sad, the\_| on|§| grow when love and joy
surrounds them. P|e05e give him back.”

With thi5 Danie| thr‘ew his 5hoe5 in tl‘\e river.



But he clidn't seem to have done it right because the waves brought them back immediate'y. Go Danie| took
them and clambered into a boat to be dble to throw them further. But the small boat was not tied up, and
when Danie| moved the boat loosened from the river bank and started to drift away. \M'\en Danie' redlised
what was happening, he run back and tried to reach the l)ank, but it was a|r-eac|y too late and the water
was too cold to jump in and swim back, He would have been frozen after on|y a few seconds.

GO Danie| sat down and |ooked out 'I:Ol‘ he'p. Hi‘a" 5h0€5 were {o"owing the stream as we", laut he couldn't
I"EGCl‘\ them.

A'Fter‘ a |ong while he could see a house on the left riverbank. Goldiers were 5tanding at the gate and he
shouted out for he'p. But they did not move to he'p him. They didnt even seem to hear him cr\ing for I'\e|p.
But suddenh] a woman came running out of the hou5e, coming to he|p him.

,,DH\, dear what are you doing alone in a boat without a oar, sweetheart?“

Ghe took a |ong stick and was able to catch the boat before it was too far away again. T|'\en she pu"ed it
to the bank and he|ped Daniel 1o get out.

He almost fell into her arms when sudden dizziness overwhelmed him. No food and his sill recovering body
seem to have had enough adventure for one day. But he caught himself and straightened.

,,Thank you. |'ve been in this thing for what seems an eter‘nity.“ He said 5ending the woman a weak but
sincere smile.

Ghe had raven like I'\air-, was almost as tdll as him, 5|im, and had a beautiful catching smile. Her |ight eyes
where shining Bright. And on her head she wore a I;:ig sunhat with dll kind of flowers painted on it in every
l)r‘ight colour that seem to exist.

Ghe had neither stoppecl ho'ding his I'\and, nor taken away her other one from his backside - but sure that
meant nothing.

»Uh, no problem sweetie, my pleasure actually. /jre you okay, you'r\e shaking a littler 9o come in, rest an
Oh bl i ! lly. A k hak litde? 5 d
eat something and tell me what a dar"ing like you was doing in that l)oat, alone and without a way to steer
it.

Ghe 5topped hoHing his hand to push open the door, but never left the hold of his backside.

‘M'\i|e wa"(ing towards the tiny house Danie| noticed that the soldiers next to the gate where made of wood
and not real ones - he felt a little 5i||§|.

The gar‘den around the house was nothing like anything Danie' had seen before. Not at home and not in any
of Grandma Catharine's books. Ghe would love it. The garden was full of flowers and trees and the p|ay of
the colours where overwhe|ming.

,,Go come in, hush. You shdll eat my cherries, they are the very best, sweet and nch And | have them
throughout the whole year. They sure will help you to feel better. There Jou go.

Danie| 5tepped into the house. T|'\e windows were coloured too, in the same colours like the |ad§|'5 hat and
the sunshine was p|a§|ing with them, casting coloured rays thr‘ough the house making it shine in beautiful
|ig|'\t5.

,,Here sit. Eat.“

,,Thank Jou, Jou are so kind.” Daniel frowned. ,,May | ask what is Jour name - sure | have to know who
rescued me from this boat.

,,Dh dear, my manners! M\_| name is Vala Mal Doran and this is my residence, and you are very welcome here,
sweetheart.” Ghe grinned.



,,So thank you very much Va|a Ma' Doran! My name is Danie', Danie| _]-GCI(SOI‘\.“

‘

,,So Danie| what is your story? Te" me all about it, but {ir\st, eat the cher\r‘ies.‘

And Danie| did. They were sweet incleed, he never had eaten such good cher‘r\ies, anc|, he was dllowed to eat
as much as he wanted. Danie| wished Iack was with him. Gadness overwhe'med him again, and he |eanec| back
staring at the bowl with the cherries.

,,‘Mﬁat is it clar'ing. Vou want something e|5e?“
/4 sad smile flickered over his face.

,,‘Mﬁat | desire | fear yJou cannot give me. | am sear‘ching for ]ack, have you heard of hnmq’) Wcls he with
you or have you heard someone ta"(ing about him?“ Pleading eyes looked hope{u"y into hers.

,,NO my dear‘, I have hever heard O'I: JGCI(, I am sorry. But shar‘e your story With me. I clon't I‘\GVE a IOt
visitors Gnd I SO MiSS company, I |ong 10 I(I‘\OW GLOUT the l:elovecl that you sear‘ch 'I:OI‘.

And Danie' started to tell Va|c| Ma| Dor‘an about his Jack, and Gr\anc'mcl Cathar‘ine's, about their He, their
roses and the Gnow Dueen that had visited. And while he told his story, Vc||a was coml)ing his hair with a
goHen comb, and with every stroke she mclcle, he {or\got more and more about his journey to find Jack.

Now Vala was not an evil woman, she was just |one|§| and wanted to have company so she made a bit of use
of her magic and made Danie| {or‘get.

\M’\en he I‘\Gd {a"en asleep she went out in the garden ancl made the roses disappear‘. They G" shr‘ank LGCI(
into the warm earth 50 thd'[ Danie| COUI(’ not see them. VGIG {ear‘ed he wouH r‘emember\ ]GCI( ancl l‘\iﬁ
granclmcl when seeing the roses and |eave her‘ Too soon.

The next day Danie| ate more cherries and went out in the fair and beautiful gar‘c|en to exp|or‘e it more. He
learned about every flower that was ther\e, but in the back of his mind felt that something was missing. But
he didnt worry too much, and so the c|a§|s grew into weeks.

One c|a§| Vala was sitting outside under the cher\r\y tree and wearing her sun hat to shade her eyes from
the hot sun. Danie| was still fascinated by the flowers and kept starring at the hat. Gudden'y he was hit as
if the |ightning had struck him. /1 rose!! Dn Va|c|'5 hat there was a rose! But there were no roses in the
gar\den! How could the 'Queen of Flowers' be missed in such a per\fect gar\den.

Daniel star‘ted To run. He sear‘ched in every corner O‘I: the gar‘clen yet ther\e S'[i" were no roses.

,,Te" me Vala, are there no roses in your garden™ Where are they? How can you have no roses in your
Y g Y Y Y
‘I
garden ?!

Va|a said nothing, JUst cursing her stupiclity that she had {orgotten to make the rose on her hat disappear‘.

Daniel sat down. He was shaken to the core. How was it possiHe that he had {or‘gotten about the roses,
about his Jack, and the search for I\im! M\dt would Gr\anclma Cathar\ine think about his unre|iabi|ity?

One 5ing|e tear dr‘opped on the earth were once had been a beautiful rose. It was awoken by the hot tear
that was l:urning itself thr\ough the |ayer\5 of soil. The rose started to grow again and within minutes was
stancling in the sunshine enjo\ing the warmth of the summer.

Danie| kisaecl the Hossom o‘F the rosebuah.

,,Huh | have lost the track of timel | wanted to search for JGCI( and what have | done instead, stayed at
Va|as house and being |azy, eating cherries while Iack is still out there. | have to go | have to find him!



,,Te" me rose, do Jou know whether Jack is dead®”

,,Dead? NO, I was down in the earth, 1o thiﬁ place G" the deqd go, But JGCI( was not among them. I haven’t
seen I\im S0 he 5ur‘e|§| cant l)e dead. Answer‘ed the rose.

,,Dh | thank you so much, dear rosel”

Daniel stood up and walked over to the other 'Hower-s, asking them whether they knew were chk was, but
none of the others knew it. Tl'\ey on|§| gave him riddles as answers.

,,Do you hear the dr-um? |t'5 mqking laoom, boom. Ju'at those two Sounds.“ \M’\isper‘ed the tiger |i|§|.
,,A man that is |qrge can not hide himself in the grass.“ Answer‘ed another one.

,,Can the flame of your heart die in the flames of the stake?“ Quer‘ied another flower. Daniel grew
frustrated.

,,\M'\.. What | don't underatqnd, what are you tq"(ing about ?*

,,|t'5 just my stor‘y.“ Gaid the flower.

aniel went on asking all the other 'Howers, but every flower did on|§| tell itvs own story. Go Daniel rolled
up his trousers, so that he would be able to run {qster‘, and started racing towards the gate, almost
'Hying over the flower-beds.

Tl'\e gate was closed. But anie| jigg'ed the old lock until it gave in and felt apart. Tl'\en he started to run

as fast as his bare feet would carry him. Tl'\ree times he looked l)qck, but no one was ‘Fo"owing. \M’\en he
'I:ina"y stopped anie| sat down on a l)ig stone. His feet hurt and his heart was racing, he needed 1o catch

l\is breqth.

\M’\en Daniel |ooked qround he saw thqt it was already '[a". Ghock was over‘whelming him, |'1e hadn't known
he had lost so much time in the gar‘den, where the sun was q|wa§|5 shining.

,,Go there is no time to rest. | have to move, too much time is qlreqdy lost and Iack is still out tl‘\er‘e.u
aniel said to himself. Then he got up and started wa"(ing into the world.
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At one point Daniel had to rest again. Go he sat on a |og to keep away from the smdll |a§|er- of snow.
Guc]denly a crow was |'\opping in front of him, wishing him a good day.

,,Te" me, krah' where do you go yJoung man krah™? And why krdh' are you done? krah”

Daniel had to concentrate to understand the crow.

,,Good day to Jou too, Master Crow. | am seqrching for Jack, Have you seen my Jack 23"

And then Daniel started to tell his story and about Jack and about his search.

Tl'\e crow was silent for a |ong wl'\i|e, but nodding it’s heqd, 'I:inq"y it 5poke.

,,Maybe, krah', mqybe | have seen your Jack. krah®

anielvs head shot up. ,,Rea“y??“ He hugged and kissed the crow out of a sudden joN, almost cr-usl'iing it.
,,que{ul, carefull” said the crow.

“

,,| think it could be your Jack, but now he sure has 'For-gotten about you, because of the princess.



,,|5 he now |iving with the princes:a?u Daniel asked.

,,Gur-e heis, |, crow of Kowdlski will tell you. Can you 5pec||( the |qnguage of the crows™ |t would be easier
for me to tell you in my |qnguage.

Danie| noddecl.
,,Go, "l el you.“

,,Tl\e princess of your country is a smart onel Ghe has read every paper that is in the world - and
{orgot what was written, so smart she is. Recent'y, she was sitting on her throne, which is not so easy, |
have hear-cl, but she is a power monger our princess, and she was humming a song. A carol about a
wecHing and so she decided to marry. But our princess wanted a man that would answer when talked to,
not onluy one that was |ooking good. Go she cdlled her court ladies and told them that she was going to
marry.

,,Every young man was invited to come to the castle and tdlk to the princess. And if he did well and spoke
wise'y, she would marry him.

,,Muny came. Ancl sure, they could talk on the streets! But the moment tl'ney entered the castle and saw dll
the goH and 5i|ver, the pompous ha"s, they seem to {orget how to 5peak, and dll they could do was to
repeat the last word the princess had spoken. Ghe dismissed them and was diﬁqppointed..
,,Go what about Jack? He can speak well | know it! And he is never impr‘essed by wea'th!u Said Danie'.
owly, slowly. tell you.” Answered the crow.
#olowly, slowly. [l tell you.” A d th
»Un the third day however, came a Jyoung, saucy man with a knapsack on his shoul ers.”
On the third day h h ak k on his should
,,No you mean a sleigl'\ for sure. Jack had a 5|eigl1 with him when he |e'|:t.“

,,MH\, that could be right, | didn"t look too c|05e|3.“

,,However he gr‘eeted the guqr‘dﬁ with a bow and some kind words and climbed the stairs, never stopping
to look at the gold or 5i|ver, not l)eing afraid of anything. His boots were loud on the floor making it
creak.

,,Tl\qt sounds like Iack, | am sure. Grandma had given him some new boots and they made our floor creak
too. Danie| clapped his hands with joy.

,,He walked 5tr‘aight toward our little princess who was sitting on a pq“et ol:serving what was l\appening.
Around her servants and the servants of the servants were staying and waiting and ol:serving too what
the young man would do. And he walked up to her and greeted her. Actuq"y he had not come to marry, he
just wanted to know whether she was as br-ight as everyone said. And what he saw he |i|(ed, and what our
Princeﬁs heard she liked too.“

,,| am sure it was Jack. Tell me crow of Kowa|5ki can you lead me the way to the castle?”
,,Dh, well tl\qtvs easier said than done.“ Rep'ied the crow.

» will see whether | can arrange something, its not easy Tor a common yJoung man like Jou to visit the

| will hether | hing, i f lik h
“

castle.

,,Gur-e it is. \M\en Jack knows | am her‘e, he will l)ring me forward and hear me.“
,,qut there at the rai|ings Daniel. "| do what | can.“ Gaid the crow, wiggled it'5 head and flew away.

Dn|y when night had q|r\eqdy fdllen the crow came back and gave Daniel a piece of bread.

,,Her-e eat this, sure Jou are hungr-y. You can't enter the castle tl\rough the gate, but my bride knows a
small staircase at the back of the castle. |t will lead yJou to the bed-chamber-.



Qo the crow led Danie| tl‘\r\ough the gar\clen and to the smdll staircase. Danie|'5 heart was hammering in his

throat. Wou'd he {ina"y find Iack? He was afraid and I'nope{u| at the same time.

At the staircase stood the bride of the crow, she wigg'ed her head. Danie| bowed and wished the bride a
good clay.

,,Dl'\ what a beautiful human being you are indeed young master. My husband 5po|(e so wonderfully of you,
that | had to help. Here, would you carry the light so | can show you the way.

Tl'\e narrow staircase was empty, but Danie| got the {ee|ing that Sometl'\ing or someone was {o"owing.
Suclclenh] sometl'\ing passed him.

,,\M'\crt are those?“ l‘\e asked pointing at wl'\ite shadows tl'\crt were {or-med |i|(e hun‘ter\s or court |ac|ie5.
,,Dl'\ these are just tl‘\e Jreams o‘|: tl'\e r-icl'\ peop|e, do not 'Fear tl'\em.“

Tl'\ey passed many hdlls and one was more beautiful than the other, until they findlly reached the bed-
chamber.

|t was a l:ig hall with higl‘\ goHen walls and in the centre there were two |i|ie5, a white one for the princess
and a red one for the prince.

Danie' climbed the red |i|\_| and bent one of it's peta|5.

" ack? he asked with the strongest voice he could muster.

The dreams with horseman and hunters disappear-ed and the prince turned around.

|t was not his Iack.

He was Joung and handsome, but he was not Jack. Daniel was diﬁappointed.

On the other side of the |i|§|, the smdll princess peered around her peta|5, asking what had happenecl. Go
Danie' told them wlwy he had come to their cas‘t'e, entered their bed- chamber and inter\r\upted their 5|eep in

SUCI‘\ a rude manner.

,,Dl'\ \Jyou poor dear\.“ Said the princess, wiping the tears from her face.

Tl'\e prince left his bed and offered it to Danie'.

“

,,YOU Sl'\d" rest Daniel]ackson. VOU l‘\GVG l‘\Gd a |ong journey and require some recuperation.

Daniel was 05|eep as soon as |1e Idy dOWh. Tl'\e prince cover\ed |1im Wi'[l‘\ a warm Hanket. T|1e dr‘eams came
dhd |et Daniel dr‘eam O'I: JGCI(. About tl‘\e adventureﬁ tl‘\e\_g I'nad sl'\arecl, tl‘\e |aug|1er~, the dr\eams anc] tl‘\e
sadneﬁs.

Tl'\e next da\_q Danie| got new c|ot|1e5. A" made o{ warm ve|vet, anc] new boots 1oo. T|1e prince asked |1im 1o
stay with tl'\em in tl‘\eir part o‘[ tl‘\e cast'e, l)ut Danie| re{used, |1e wanted 1o searcl'\ '|:or‘ ]ack.

But he told the prince and princess to make peace with the old king, and stop separating the castle in two
parits. Because that was the case, on|y one hdlf was for Princess Janet who was d ways {r\iem"y and in a
good mooc], the other hdlf was for the old king who was snarky and often in a bad mood. Danie| said tl'\ey
should invite him and ask him to share their castle again, because this too would be better for their
subjects and the country. Anc] the princess and the prince promised to do so.

Daniel got a carriage and horses for his journey. Actua“y he had only asked for a smdll cart and one
horse, but the princess wouldnt hear of it and gave him a carriage made of gold, a coachman, servants

dhd , ancl even a mu‘H: S0 tl‘\d‘t he woan"t get COId I'mncls anymore.

The princess and the prince waved their goodbyes and the carriage started to move slowly.
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Meanwhi'e the iceman Kin'aey p|anned his revenge aqgainst Danie|. Bo far his p|an had worked just fine.
Jack was with his queen and he had gotten a l)ig reward for it. He was now the vice-iceman and got
unlimited 5upp|ie5 of ice, which meant every king and noblemen and thus their money and power was in his
hands.

But this Danie| was a threat. T|1i5 l)oy just dicln’t give up, and even more clistur‘bing, he got he'p from
the peop|e and even animals he met.

Vet now, now his chance was here to get rid of him. A goHen carriage was slow and at a disadvantage.
T|1e l)andits wou|cl |'\ave t|1eir {un 10 take it ancl wouH made mincemeat o{ |itt|e Danie| no doubt! He |1ac]
pr-omisecl the chief looter dll the goH and everything that was in the carriage, if she would hand over
Danie| = dead or a|ive, it didn't matter. Anc] 5|'\e I'nad agr\eecl.

|cemen Kinaey sneerecl anc] a goHen 5mi|e gracecl over l‘IiE {ace.
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T|1e carriage moved 5|ow|y tl'\rougl'\ the dark woods. Daniel was sure he would have been a lot faster
wa"(ing, but we", it was an accepted gi'Ft and it was coH, and after wa"(ing SO0 many days t|1r-oug|1 the
wor~|d, a little rest r~ea||§| couldn't hurt. Go Daniel leaned back and closed his eyes.

But the goHen carriage was observed c|ose|§|. Behincl every 5th tree a bandit hid waiting for the r\ight
opportunity to strike. They all looked |10r-r~il:|e, with no teeth or very bad ones, eye patches and bent
noses and backs.

Their patience wore a little thin seeing all the goH in front of them, moving Sso 5|ow|y and Being not

a"owed 1o take ac]vantage. They hacl sworn to t|1e boss 1o wait {or l\er\ sign. M’ldt sign they didn't
exact|§| know, I:)ut sl'\e hacl toH t|1em they wouH sense it.

T|1e precursor was waking Danie| from his slumber.

,,Voung sir there is a l:ig tree |§|ing on the track and we will not be able to move it. We will have to take
the unsecured old route.

Daniel had no clue about where they were going anyway so he trusted the precursor to show him the
right way to cross these eerie woods and nodded.

,,Do what you thirk is Best, Wa'ter. | rust you.“

Go Walter spoke to the coachman, and he agreed to the plan, though he was afraid of the unsecured
path.

‘M’len tl'\ey came to a small c|earing all hell broke loose. Fr-om ever-ywl'\ere came horrible |ooking men ki"ing
first Wa|ter, and then Harriman wl'\o'c] had to halt the carriage because the bandits had a hold on the
horses. Everywher\e was hooting and |'\o||ering so that Danie| tl'\ought his ears would exp|ocle. He tried to
run away, ignoring the deaths of his poor servants, but the bandits were too many and too fast for

im.

Tl-\e\_| caugl'\t him between some broken trees and clragged him back to the c|ear-ing.
,,‘M‘nat a green |itt|e Boy we |'\ave |'\er-e.“ Baic] one o‘F tl'\em.

,,| could have my fun with |'\im, Ba'a|,“ agr-eecl another with red hdir and a big nose, while moving one
rough 'Finger over Danie|5 left cheek.

,,Let go of me!!" Bhouted Danie'.



,,Hul'n, what passion!“ said the first bandit with de'iglwt.

,,Vou are indeed l‘\andsome, Danie| Jackson.“ Saic] a femdle voice suddenh. ,,Bu‘t, be sure, just because yJou are
enjoyaHe piece of flesh does not mean that you have a hint of a chance against the NlD—banditﬁ. We are the
Leﬁt, you should know tl‘\at!“ Bhe took his chin in her hands moving his head first left than r‘ight.

,,‘M'nat a shame we will have to hand you over!“ Gaid the woman with a sigh.

,,Me?? \M’\y would anyone be interested in me, | am not worth anytl'\ing“ Danie| said in a sardonic tone. ,,Vou
will get no money from anyone! He continued, Liting in the hand that was |10|ding his face.

T|1e chief looter steppec] back and roared wi|d|§ at him, while the robber called Ba'a| hit his face hard and

5|ung his arms around Daniel's Lody so that he couldn't breathe pr\oper\|\_| any |onger~.
,,Let go of him.u Said an icy voice 5udc|en|\_|.

,,He iS mine, that was the dea““ leen he turned to face the chief robber. ,,Linea, prepare our litdle Danie', so
that | can take him with me.

From behind tl'\e'cl'\ie{ looter a slender gir\| steppec] forward. ,,Ho|\_| Hannah, Mummy who is this |aug|1ing
stock? ‘Mwy dont Jou just shoot l'\im?“ Qhe said pointing at iceman Kinﬁey.

,,For Danie| is mine,“ she continued ,,and | want that muff and the clothes and he will have to 5|eep in my bed

and tell me good night 5torie5! He iS cute | want to keep I'nim! P|ease Mummy he will be fun for me to p|ay
witl'\!“

,,MH'n,“ gr‘unted Linea.

,,H: this is your wish Gammy. Bor‘r\y vice—iceman Kinsey, but if my dauglwter‘ wishes to keep Danie', | can't
den\_g her this wish. Kids are in this world to get 5poi|ed proper, | fear | can@t give you Danie' after a".“
Sl‘\e gruntec] again in amusement when she saw his face. Than she gave a little sign and her robbers started
1o drive vice—iceman Kinse\_g out o‘|: tl'\e woods.

,,DI'\ come with me Danie|, and believe me tl'\ey won't touch yJou now that you be|ong to me” Bamm\_q said and
took him Ly his hands. ,,I1I show you where we live you will love it and you have to p|ay with me, the robbers
are a|wc|§|5 tired when tl‘\e\_q come home, that's so boring and tl'\ey don't understand what | tell them anyways,
they are way too clumb, Just interested in the goH and silver or coins, but never in the magic behind those
precious material 5.“

Bammy con‘tinued l'\er rant and seemed never to take a l)r\ecrtl'n. But Danie| knew anc] understoocl some o{ l'\er
words - he I'\ac] r‘eac] tl'\em in Gr-andma Catl'\arinevs books. leat tl'\ought made l'\im sad again anc] l'\e swore at

I'\imseH. Again I'\e l'\ad {ai|ec| Jack.

Gomehow he needed to get away from those bandits.
,,Now tell me where do you come from are you a prince - oh that would be cool, my own prince to play with!”

,,No.“ Danie' answered 'Hat'y, but after Sammy looked him in the eyes with her silver blue or\los, he kinda felt
that he liked her and her thirst for know|eclge, and so he told her his story — and about his Iack.

Tl'ney came to a small castle that was built into rock. Trees and small bushes were growing ever\\_;wl'\er\e and
'Fi"ing the holes in the old wadlls. Danie| was fascinated.

When tl'\ey entered the l'\ousing there was a big bonfire p|c|ced in the centre of what must have been the
entrance hadll once, and pigeons fluttered tl‘\r\ough the air. A very L)ig l'\a", it must have l)e'onged to a

powerfu' and rich king, Danie| mused.

An even |ar\ger~ caulc]r\on was Iwanging over the {ir‘e and SITIG" PGbLiTS and JUCkS were POGSTGJ oh a |ong Spit.



Behinc' him the bandits br‘ought in the goHen carriage and the horses were led to a close l)\_; chamber.
Sammy started to climb an old half broken stone staircase clragging Danie| behind her. Then they 5|ipped
through one of the holes in a wdll and entered yet another chamber. It was on|§| a bit smdller than the

other\ ha“ LUT seemed TO l)e excava‘ted |ater‘ as an adclition To the castle.

,,Tonight you will s|eep here with me and dll my pets,u Gammy beamed at him. Dn several po|es where
sitting even more pigeons, crows and ravens.

,,Come,“ she ca"ed ancl hu5t|ec| Daniel up to an GICOVG TI‘\G‘[ tur‘ned out to be a cosy accommodation.

,,They are dll mine,“ she said pr‘ouc"y pointing at the birds. Then she took one Ly the |egs so that the
pigeon fluttered wi|d|§|.

,,Her\e give Danny a kiss,“ she shouted and smacked the pigeon in Dclnie's face.
,,Ancl this is my old friend Morgan.“ Sammy clicked with her tongue and suddenh an antler appearecl.

The reindeer\ wore a cupreous ring ar‘ound it's neck and was tied 1o the {ar‘ wa“. Dclnie| cast Sad eyes on
it.

,,It must be tied otherwise it would run away. I tickle it every evening with the edge of m kni‘l:e.“ Sl‘\e
N p| g g N
giggled. ,,|t5 so afraid you wont believe il

Sammy took her |ong knife and ran it over the throat of the reindeer. The poor thing lashed out and
started to tremble. Gammy |aughed. Daniel turned his head away.

When she had calmed down again she let go of Morgan and shoved Daniel down on the bed 1o s|eep.
,,Uh, are Jou going to keep the knife while 5|eeping?“ Danie| wanted to know.

,,Dh yes, | c||wa§|5 have my knife with me while s|eeping,“ she said. ,,Vou never know what will happen
c|ur‘ing the night.

Sammg laid her arm around Danie|5 neck and held her knife in the other and fell as'eep in no time. Ghe
snored |ouc||§|, but that did not bother Danie| much he cou|c|n't 5|eep anyway — he was thinking about Iack
and puzz|ec| about a solution as to how he could escape the bandits and Sammy.

9udc|en|y the pigeons started to speak. ,,Kur‘r\e, kurre, Danie| we have seen your ]-ack.“ Danie| tried to sit
up but he couldnt due to Sammys arm so he settled for nodc|ing that he understood.

,,T|'\e sleigh was carried by a white hen and he was sitting in a white carriage with fast runners. Kur‘re,
g N g ]
urre. He was sitting next to the Snow Queen and they were racing to the north.

,,Dh my, y... You know where to the north they went 8"

,,Gure, the\_g I"IGVG gone 1o Lap'and, because ther\e is GIWG}]S sShow and ice. JUS‘[ GSI( the r‘eindeer‘ it knows
'I:OI“ sur‘e.“

,,Va, Lclp|anc| is cold with ice and snow, it's beautiful ther\e.u Mor‘gan answered in a clr‘eamy tone. ,,Ther\e |
was free and could jump thr\ough shiny va"eys. Ther\e the Snow Queen has her summer house. But her
castle she has on the North Po|e were the island 9va|bc|r~d is.

‘

,,Dh poor Jack, i'l:'s so cold there and he is dll l:y himse”, so dlone.. no one who listens to his wisecracks,‘

sighed Danie'.

,,Lcly still Dclnie',“ Sammy grow'ed, nor "| stick my knife into your stomach.“



The next day Danie| told Sammy what the pigeons and Morgan had told him and p|eac|ed her to let him
go.

,,Hah, for dll | care - hell go! Go you know where Lap|anc| is?“ Danie| shook his head.

Morgan stepped forward ,,| know. | was born there, its my home. | travelled the fields of snow there
for years.

Gammy nodded. ,,We will have to wait. The men are dll gone but Mummy is still here and she won"t let you
go. But she will drink from the big bottle after lunch and than she will nap. That will be your chance.“
Ghe stroked Danny over his face and smiled a sad smile at him.

When Mummy Linea s|ept, {ina"y, Gammy went to fetch Morgan and said ,,MH\, actua"y | would love to
continue to tickle you with my kni{e, you a|wa§|s look so 'Funny when | am doing that. But for my sake "|

free you so that you can take Daniel 1o Lap|anc].“

Danie| climbed on the back of the reindeer and tried to find a secure position. Then he looked down to

Gammy and thankecj her\ {or\ her\ help.

,,But your muff | keep, the thing is too cute. Here take the dloves from my Mum, they are warm and
big enough. And now make a little more of a happy face Daniel, after dll | let Jou go, so | want to see

you happy.

Daniel smiled.

,,T|'\er~e you go | pack you two loaf of bread and some ham.”

Gammy opened the wooden doors and started to cut off the rope that was still holding Mor*gan.
,,Now hur\r\y up,“ she shouted and smacked the reindeer on it's backside. ,,Ancl look out for Danie““

Danie| waved his goodbye - which was not an easy task with those l)ig g|ove5 and then Morgan started
to race towards the land where it is admost ever dark and cold.

They flew through the woods and over fens, over velds and fields as fast as Morgan could run. Wolves
were how|ing and ravens were crying.

,,-”'\er\e Danie', do Jou see the northern |ight5. Look how l)r‘ight it is!“ Ancj Morgan started to run even
faster.
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It was almest unlaear*auy cold when they stoppecj in front of a smdll hut. Daniel could on|§| see the roof,
which reached the ground. The back wdll of the hut was immersed in c]eep snow. |he door of the hut
was so low that the peop|e that lived in the hut needed to crawl into it on their stomachs, Danie|
thought.

No one was to be seen apart from an old {unny |ooking man who stood next to the fire, {rying some or
the other t\ype of fish and was ta"(ing in two different voices..

Daniel was so tired and cold from the frost, that Mor-gan started to tell his long story to the Lap'pe.

,,Dh you poor Danny“ he sdid in a strange tongue, that anie| almost coan't understand. The |anguage
o{ the reinc]eer hacl Leen much more easier.

,,V ou still have a |ong way to go. Hundreds of miles until you reach Finnmarken. There the Gnow Queen
is hqving a ho'iday to regenerate, and every eve shes |ightning the blue northern |ight.



"| write you a little note on some skin. That you shadll give to the Finn that is |iving there in a hut. He" he'p
you to find the r‘ight location. His name is Pau|i.

\Mhen Danie| had rested a bit and eaten something, the Lap'pe gave him the note on the skin and he'pec] him to
climb on Morgan's back and said ,,Fix, 'Fix.“

NN NN

During the nights the blue northern |ight illuminated the way for them and soon they had reached Finnmarken

and the hut o{ the Finn, Pau'i.

Daniel jumpecl down {r‘om Mor‘gan's LGCI( and knocked on the smoke STGCI( 0{ the hut, l)ecause he couldn"t {ind a
door.

|n5ide of the hut was a heat beyond dll l)earing. Danie| thought he would sulfocate. |t dlso caused the Finn to
running around naked and Danie| had to admit he was neither small nor grul)l)y.

He immediate'y started to open Daniers cothes and tried to undress him as fast as pOSSiHe, took away
Danie's g|oves and boots and exp|ained that otherwise it would become too hot for Danie'.

T|'\en he p|acec| a huge piece O{ ice on Morgan's I‘\edd and started to reacl Wl‘\dt was written on tl\e sl(in.

Again the reindeer told Daniers story - it was far easier for it to form the words in the even stranger
tongue. Meanwhi'e the Finn said nothing. He just blinked at Danie', listened and nodded sometimes.

nfou are so wise,“ said Morgan {ina"y. ,,Won't you he'p Danie' to find his Jack. Give him your magic potion so
that Danie' will get the strengtl\ of 12 men, so that he can {ight the Gnow Queen.

»12 men you say, well maybe that could he|p.“

He stood and walked over to the far wa“, then took an old skin down and spread it on the floor. \M'nen Danie|
|oo|(ed c|oser he couH make out some strange |ettering on it, Lut it didnt macle any sense.

The Finn read what was written until the sweat was running from him. /Hter- a while Danie| looked up to him
and pleacled with his eyes to he'p him, since he couldnt form the words he needed to l)eg.

Pau'i blinked again and than dragged Morgan into the corner of the hut and started to whisper‘.

,,But Iack is with the Gnow Queen, he thinks he has ever-ything he needs there. I'd rather keep Danie| here
with me - anyway Jack's heart is frozen. He's got chips from the devirs mirror in his eyes and heart. They
must be removed otherwise hell never be the same Jack that he was before.”

“

,,But cant you help Daniel? Give him some powers to have better chances against the snow queen.

The Finn shook his head. ,,Danie| a|r~eac]§| has dll powers he needs, don't Jou see it. He just will have to find
out how to use them. Dont Jou see how human beings and animdls he|p him, how he {ought his way through
the world with on|§| his {eet, words and character\? A" the power he needs is in his heart and mind. He has to
do the rest of his journey all Ly himse”.“ By these words the Finn was illuminated by a br\ight g|ow and
Suddenh] a feminine face looked into the reindeer*vs eyes.

,,The border to the Gnow Queen's empire is only two miles away. You can take Daniel that far, but no further.
Then you shall come back to me.. The old form returned.

They both went l)ack ancl Pau'i he'ped Danie| 1o c|iml) Morgan's back and the reindeer star‘ted to run.

Daniel suddenly wanted Morgan to stop. ,,Morgan, | don't have my boots and dlso not my gloves, we have to go
back p|ease!

But the reindeer was not dllowed to stop or turn and so it just ran on and Danie| had to bear the 'Fr‘osty
coldness of the northern winter. |t s‘toppecj |:>§| a bush with red berries and Danie| jumped down. \Mhen he
turned l)ig tears were running over Morgans cheeks. Danie' kissed it and the reindeer started to race back
down.



Danie| stood tl‘\ere, Iwa” {r\ozen witl'\out l'\is boots and g|ove5 in the micld|e o{ Finnmarken clnd was sure he
actua"y did not know wl'\at to do next. He star\tec] to move {ur\ther\ nor\th. T|1e snow star“ted 1o {a" and the
wind grew 'Fc|5ter~. Blasts o{ snow smacked |1i5 {ace and hancls and |1e coant see anytl'\ing.

|t seemed that they had their own mind and tried to stop him but Danie| continued his way tl'\r-ough the snow
and storm, he wouldn't give up now that he had reached the outposts of the Gnow Queen.

Danie| started to sing the songs he had sung with ]ack and grandma Catl'\ar\ine. and then he continued to
say out loud the stories Iack had told him when he was little. Dut of the steam that was coming from his

mouth small figures were formed and they shaped a shield so that Daniel was sheltered from the Gnow
Queens freezing outposts.
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Meanwhi'e Jack was sitting in the pa|ace and dicln't waste one thought to think about Danie'.

The wdlls of the pa|ace where made out of the ﬂying snow, the doors and windows where formed from the
cold winds. The pc||ace had over hundred chambers and the l)iggest one of them spanned over a hundred
miles. Their- |ig|'\t5 were the northern |ig|1t5.

There was never amusement or guests or dances. The on|§| things that existed were silence and coldness.
|n the middle of this empty show chamber |a§| a frozen lake. |t was disr‘upted in a thousand little pieces, but
every piece was identical to the next, and in the centre of this lake was seated the Snow Queen - if she was
at home.

Iack was frozen blue from the coHness, but he didn't fedl it. He was sitting over a puzz|e made of ice and
trying to solve it. He took his task very 5eriou5|\_| and tried to form per{ect patterns and {igur\es. He was
almost the master of the game, but one word was still missing. Dne word he still didnt know how to form.

lee word 'eter\nity'.

But the Gnow Queen had promisecl that he would be free and that she would give him the whole world and
new skates if he could form the wor\d, and so he tried and tried again, hever getting tired of it.

,,"I WI'IiZ towar‘ds the warm countries now, ]-GCI(“ said the Bnow Queen and was gone.

Iack kept sitting in the middle of the lake and tried to form his puzz|e, while tlwinking. He was sitting so still
one could be mistaken for tl‘\inking that he was a|r\eac|§| frozen to death.

|n that very moment Danie| entered the big cl'\amber\ witlw the |c||(e, be‘tween the 'Frosty winc|5 tlwcrt 'Formed the
gate. He was still te"ing himself the stories he had shared with Jack, and because of it, the winds fell as'eep.

He saw JCICI( and was shocked. He run forward and huggecl l'\im, but Jack didn"t move. He huggecl him again
ca"ing out his name and sl'\aking him but Jack still was just sitting there.

,,Jack, oh my beloved Iack | have found you, | have found \_;ou,“ Danie| cried out with joy.

Iack sat there. Sti", rigid and cold.

Daniel couldn’t hold back his tears any |onger\. Go |ong he had {ought them but now he did not have the
powers to {ight and stop them any |onger. Danie| I'nugged Jack and cried his hot tears.

lee tears were soaking Jackvs clothes and l)ur\ning themselves througl'\ the frozen |a§|er\5 his skin and rigl'\t
into his frozen heart. And the more Daniel wept the more Iacks frozen heart melted.

Suddenh Iack was |oo|(ing up, taking Daniers face in his hands and |ooking into his eyes. Some 5ing|e tears
were running from Jacks checks and the tears also melted the ice c|1ip in his eye.



,UJaniel, o aniel my ice monkey Jyou are er‘e,“ e cried out with joy and Tinally was hugging Uaniel back.
Daniel, oh Daniel k h h d h d findll h Daniel back
Danie| couldn't speak.

,Where, where have you been dll this time .. and even more importantly where have | been for so |ong??“

JGCI( asked and |oo|(ed urouncl.

,,|t'5 {reezing in her‘e, Danie| and empty.“ And he held fast onto Danie| who he'ped him to get up while |aughing
and jumping around out of joy.

Guddenh Danie' grew still and after a |ong moment he gave Iack a kiss, pouring dll his |ove, concern, fear
and joy into it. |‘t stopec] all too fast and Danie| looked expectant'y into Iacks eyes. And Jack gave him one
of his most beautiful and cleepest—a—thousand—wor‘ds—saying—smi|e, but said nothing.

Danie| kissed Jack's cheeks and they started to g|ow, then he kissed Jack's eyes and tl\ey brighten, he kissed
Jack Qs hands and they started to warm up again.

Then he '[OOI( IGCI( b}] the hancls and star‘ted 1o wander out O{ the pa|ace. \Mhen he |ooked LGCI( he COUId 5ee

that the pieces of ice had formed the word 'eternity'.

Danie| told Iack about grandma Catharine and about the roses. They reached the bush with the red berries
and Morgan was a|r‘eady waiting for them. They climbed on itvs back and Danie| did never let go of ]ackvs

hand.

They reached the Finn and the\_| could warm up in his sauna, while Danie| introduced his Suddenh] gr-ow'ing
Jack to Pauli. Then they came to the old Lap'pe and he gave them new clothes and a 5|eigh and Daniel
introduced his Jack and said goocll)ye. When they reached the border, they waved the reindeers farewell.
They wandered through the c]eep woods and suddenh] a go|c]en carriage appeared in a c|earing and Daniel
recognised Sammy, who had decided to leave the bandits and to rather exp|ore the riddles of the world.

,,Hah, there he is the fella that disappear‘ed into the wide world and made my Danie| sac“ | r‘ea“y would like to
know whether you are worth it to run to the end of the world and be rescuec], Jack was casting an
questioning look towards Danie', who gave him a shy smile whilst ducking his head.

“

,,I1I exp|c|in |ater, was all he said.

He told Sammy the encling of his adventure and introduced his ]ack.
They continued their way and reached the castle of the prince and the princes.

,,|t is good 1o see Jou well Danie']ackson.“ Said the prince, while the tiny princess was jumping around in joy
hugging Jack and Danie' and wishing them dll the best. The old crow had tragica"y died after a sndke had
bitten it, but his bride was now a|r‘ead§| on her way to spr‘ead word that Danie| had 'Fina"y found his ]ack.

They told Danie| that the empire was not any |onger sp|it and that made Danie| smile.
,,Gee now \Jjou don't have to fear that the old king's ghost will haunt you after l\e's died.“ Danie| grinned,

while Jack shook his head and raising an questioning eyebrow towards Danie|.

“

,,I1I exp|c|in |ater, was all he said and they continued their way.

They took a boat and when they came to the house with the magic garden, Daniel dragged Jack through
das gate and introduced Jack to her. And she was not longer dlone. A gardener named Mitchell was now
with her and they seemed to be happy.

Go Jack and Danie| continued their way home.

When they stepped into grandma Catherine's housing she was casting a sad eye over her flowers and | was
sitting on her table te"ing her one of my best stories to Lrighten up her mood.



Sucldenh she cried out in joy and flew towards the door where she was huggec] and kissed l)y her two
grandsona.

,,Anc] lock at you, how grown up \Jou are,“ she repeated over and over again and then wanted to know their
story and Danie| told it and Jack 'Fina"y found out, why Danie' knew so many peop|e in the whole world.

And what is there left 1o say for me'.:I We" let me put it in this way ,,Bcl'\nipp, 5c|-mc|pp, 5c|-mur\r~e, burre -
baselure.”
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